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Better the Devil You Know

Thi nki ng Qutside the Boxe supported the U. S. decision to go
to war in lraq |last year, and we continue to be troubled by the
seem ngly endl ess violence that has clained many mlitary and
civilian lives fromcoalition forces since the end of conbat.
Though much progress has been made in the nane of denocracy, the
recent escal ation of violence in Fallujah has brought great
attention to the future of the country—particularly with respect
to relations with the Shia majority. The support for Mqtada al -
Sadr now seens to jeopardize the tinmetable for transferring power
to a new lraqi governnent. The civil unrest has continued to
pronpt criticismfrommany nations and individuals opposed to the
mlitary action that deposed Saddam Hussein and resulted in U S
control of lragq. As a result of these factors, we believe that
there is only one solution to end the viol ence and satisfy those
who have been opposed to the war in Irag—+eturn Saddam Hussein to
power .

Whilst this may initially seema radical idea, we believe
there are a nunber of benefits to doing so. W suspect that his
fall from power and subsequent capture would serve to hunble and
ref orm Saddam Hussein in sone small way. Hi s renoval from power
i s anal ogous to a brief expulsion of an unruly child from school .
The expul sion is intended to garner behavioural reformfor the
child s eventual return to studies. Saddam Hussein’s expul sion
fromlraq should have provided himfirst hand experience of the
consequences of his actions with respect to defiance of many
United Nations’ resolutions and efforts to devel op weapons of
mass destruction. W believe that a reforned Saddam Hussein
woul d be nmuch nore cooperative with the United States and United
Nations in the future if he were returned to power. Know ng that
he could be renoved with little ease should keep himin check—
particularly if the terms of restoring himto power included the
conti nued presence of coalition forces in lraq. O course, his
return to power should be predicated on normal, friendly
relations between Iraqg and the United States.

Ret ur ni ng Saddam Hussei n shoul d al so hel p heal divisive
wounds between the United States and countries such as France,
Germany, and Russia (all of whom opposed the mlitary action that
led to his renmoval but whose intelligence communities al
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suspected that he possessed prograns to devel op weapons of mass
destruction). Wth a nore cooperative and friendly Saddam
Hussein reginme in place in lraq, the country’s oil industry may
flourish as a result of increased foreign direct investnment—
perhaps | eading to sonme downward pressure on oil prices in the
long-term In addition, countries such as France, Germany, and
Russia could resunme their previous business ties to Iraq and
Saddam Hussein. As a result of restoring a reforned Saddam
Hussein as president of Irag, world opinion of the United States
may actually inprove along with rel ati ons between nations divi ded
by the war in Irag as well as the United Nations which al so
opposed the U . S.-led mlitary action.

}

Those who are rioting against the U.S. presence in lraq
along with those who are killing mlitary personnel and innocent
civilians nust prefer the old, oppressive dictatorial reginme of
Saddam Hussei n over the prospects offered by U S. efforts to
install a denocratic governnent. Returning Saddam Hussein to
power should be giving the people of Iraq what they apparently
want —a strong, unifying dictator known for human rights abuses.
Per haps the people of Iragq also believe that their former |eader
has been refornmed by his renoval from power and subsequent
i ncarceration.

Finally, we can only surm se that the viol ence that has
gripped the streets of Irag in recent nonths would end. The
actions in recent weeks and nonths wth respect to civil violence
has pronpted fears of a civil war in lraq. It is likely that
returni ng Saddam Hussein to power would eradicate the possibility
of civil war in the country and suppress any civil unrest—either

willingly or unmillingly. This should not only end the killing
of coalition mlitary personnel and innocent civilians but should
enable many troops to return home to their famlies. Incom ng

United Nations’ peacekeepers should be able to handl e nuch | esser
responsibilities in lraq i f Saddam Hussein and his foll owers were
returned to power. Further, this should squash any talk in the
United States by political figures of a Vietnam quagmre

W believe that everyone deserves a second chance. Perhaps
it is time to give Saddam Hussein a second chance. All evidence
i ndicates that what Iragq needs right nowis a strong |eader who
is able to unify and keep the people under control. Saddam
Hussei n—the reformed evil, oppressive dictator—+s the |likely
person to acconplish this. Besides, the world runs the risk of
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Irag com ng under the control of radical factions and | eaders.
We say: Better the devil you know than the devil you don’t.
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